Ep

omeone

to Count On

'|r‘:f*£ (2

[

Eleanor Robins




SOMEONE TO COUNT ON

By Eleanor Robins

Development: Kent Publishing Services, Inc.
Design and Production: Signature Design Group, Inc.
[lustrations: Jan Naimo Jones

SADDLEBACK EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING
Three Watson
Irvine, CA 92618-2767

Website: www.sdlback.com

Copyright © 2005 by Saddleback Educational Publishing.
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopying, recording, or any information
storage and retrieval system, without the written permission

of the publisher.
ISBN 1-56254-776-3
Printed in the United States of America

1234560807 06050403



Chapter 1

[t was Wednesday. Cruz sat in the
lunchroom. He ate lunch with Rey.
Cruz was on the baseball team. Rey was
on the team too.

Rey’s real name was Reynardo. But
his friends called him Rey.

Rey said, “The spring dance is next

week.”
“I know,” Cruz said.

“Do you have a date for it?” Rey
asked.

Cruz said, “Not yet. But I will as
soon as | ask someone.”

Cruz knew Rey didn’t have a date to
the dance. Rey and his girlfriend broke
up. So Rey didn’t have a girlfriend now.



“Who are you going to ask?” Rey
asked.
“I don't know. I might ask Ana or

Paz. Or I might ask someone else,”
Cruz said.

Then he laughed.
Rey said, “You better hurry and ask

someone before it’s too late. Then no

one will go with you.”
Cruz laughed.

Then he said, “I have a lot of time.
Don’t worry about me. I will have a
date. But you might not have a date.”

“You are right about that,” Rey said.

“Who do you want to take?” Cruz
asked.

Cruz didnt really care who Rey
wanted to take to the dance. But he had

to talk to Rey about something. And
Cruz liked to talk about girls.



Rey said, “I want to take Nina.”

Cruz knew Nina. She was in a class
with him.

Cruz said, “You want to go with
Nina. So you should ask her.”

“I would ask her. But I don’t see her
much at school. And I don’t have her
phone number. So I can’t call her,” Rey
said.

“Too bad. Maybe you will see her
soon,” Cruz said.

Rey said, “But a lot of boys like
Nina. Someone might ask her before I
see her. I need her phone number. But I
don’t know anyone who can get it for

»

me.

“Nina is in a class with me. So I can
get her number for you,” Cruz said.

Rey seemed surprised.

He asked, “You would do that for

me?”



